the evidence of witnesses of the resurrection, so to be
consistent you probably need to be Catholic.

Revelation. A direct message from God may compel

you to believe. Do you recognize that your revelation 3,

can never be compelling evidence to anyone but you? X

What if someone else receives a message from God that

contradicts yours? ARE THERE

Science. If you think that God exists because there

is scientific evidence that He exists (irreducible GO oD REAS ONS
complexity, universal fine tuning, etc.), then you are TO BELIEVE IN G OD?

choosing science over blind faith, which is a good

thing. You are also admitting that, though you believe
in God now, you will change your mind if the scientific A %estion of Moral Atheism
proof for God’s existence is found to be lacking.

Need. A person under great stress may need something ﬁom blog.mmamzt/oeist.com
to hold on to for the purpose of keeping sanity and
getting through the day. Although an atheist would not G\GQ?‘Q\%D

recommend turning to an unproven deity for comfort,
it’s hard to blame someone who would feel hopeless
without their belief.

1o download additional tracts or purchase a copy of Ask Yourself to Be ©2009 D. Cancilla. Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-
Moral, please visit blogiamanatheist.com Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 United States License

st Sur[odwoo se 1seay 38 ST IRYT, "L 6] UI BWNE] JO
ApeT nQ jo spdearur o3 passourim djdoad jo spuesnoy
‘o[dwrexa 10, "A[u21sIsu0d 0s op asnuwr nok Jooid jo
PULY STY3 UO A2 NOA J "PESP dY3 WOIJ ISLI PIspul pIp
snsa( 3eya Jooxd Surjoduwrod st sTya pue ‘snsof UISLI o
aes 9[doad jo sparpuny ey angre ySIw NOx "sISTXD

uo paseq st uorurdo moA asnesaq ing ‘wopqoid e 1 usrt
STY2 “A21[€21 PIAIISQO IDTPEIIUOD 3 UOP SUONIITAUOD INOA
e 21Ns W noA se 3uo] 0§ “arnieu Surure[dxs 10J
uonisod anejop oy 1 931 — NoL 01 an1 £[sNoIAqo
SUId9S POr) JO 25UNSIXD o3 sdeyio asuas sayvue ysnl 17

Poo) 182 20UdPIAd Sur[oduwod sa[IeIIW Jo SIUNOdIE Jo1[2q Ajnasn(
Teraduos puy ojdoad swog uapras snoisyas st sy 1YSIUW ISIOY2 © SUOSEIT [EIIAIS dIE DIDY ‘STYI UIAID)
"UOSEA JP[TWIS B JOJ POL) UT JAI[2q NOA JT Yani1 oy *(9sn 03 s1930 JUEBM 1 UP[NOM
uasaxdar s3urpoay asoya 1 se Sunoe 10§ 3uoim dre Lo 1STOY 972 SUTUOSET 95N 3 USIOP AT PUE J[SIT IDIPEIIUOD
e Aes 3 UEd NOA ‘SPO3 OU 9T 912U 1B 10 S3UT[9] 3,Us20p 31) 3593 uonsanb-omi oy sassed uonisod
sey yaIeq 9y1 3ey3 s1xo spo3 ueded reya Surpo] paieas $3s1oU1 24 st 3uof os ‘sTya Yaim wo[qoid ou sey astoyae
-doop ® sey suoswos J ‘Surya sures oy op 01 1YSLI O [eIow 7 *s3S1Xd £I19P ® 182 9PN]OUOD A[qEUOSEII P[NOD
s1920 Jue13 noL se 3uof os “paynsn( oq Lewr UOISIOIP © paajos aq pynoys swayqoid Jeorydosoqyd moy 10
oyeur 031 Aem I9U10 OU ST 219U UM IIUIPIAD St SSUI[9] S[10M 2SIDATUN O MOV INOqE suoTurdo ure1Iad sey
oA uis() *219Y1 N0 ST poxr) 1eyd smouy asnl noA jo OYM UOIWOS 1BYI 9ZIUS01 IYSTW ISTOYIE [eIour
1red owos 10 95udsaxd STE Jo SurP9] pareas-doop e oy © “UOSEII STY1 1O, "SIMIIP UT JOI[2GSIP 01 Uy dI0ur
noA 2sned9q pox) Ul 9AdI[aq Aew nox Fuzpaaf v savy | Suryurya I83[2 01 PIIEIIPIP ST ISIAYIE [EIOW YT,
"JSIOYIE JY3 03 I5UIS dyew ¢&qrs urerd asn(
10U Op s3uraq [ernieuradns dsNEIIq POL) UT IAI[] 10U 10 [EUOTIBIIT IOYIID JA1[2q Yons 10J suonesynsnl [[e oxe
01 ISIOYIE UE JOJ 9[RUOSEII ST 1EY2 9Fpa[mousde 01 I ¢POD) UI 2AJT[2q 01 UOSEII POOS & IARY 0 ISIOY
AR NOA ‘SYTOM ISIOATUN 93 MOY] Inoqe uonduwmnsse ue © 103 o1qrssod 11 s1 ©9A190ds10d LSTAHLY NV WOX



l 'ROM AN ATHEIST perspective, is it possible for a an assumption about how the universe works, you have

theist to have a good reason to believe in God? Or to acknowledge that it’s reasonable for an atheist to
are all justifications for such belief either irrational or not believe in God because supernatural beings do not
just plain silly? make sense to the atheist.
The moral atheist is dedicated to clear thinking I have a feeling. You may believe in God because you
more than to disbelief in deities. For this reason, a have a deep-seated feeling of His presence or some part
moral atheist might recognize that someone who of you “just knows” that God is out there. Using your
has certain opinions about how the universe works feelings as evidence when there is no other way to make
or how philosophical problems should be solved a decision may be justified, so long as you grant others
could reasonably conclude that a deity exists. A moral the right to do the same thing. If someone has a deep-
atheist has no problem with this, so long as the theist’s seated feeling that pagan gods exist, that the Earth has
position passes the two-question test (it doesn’t feelings, or that there are no gods, you can’t say that
contradict itself, and it doesn’t use reasoning the theist they are wrong for acting as if those feelings represent
wouldn’t want others to use). the truth if you believe in God for a similar reason.
Given this, there are several reasons a theist might There is religious evidence. Some people find scriptural
justify belief. accounts of miracles compelling evidence that God

exists. You might argue that hundreds of people saw
the risen Jesus, and this is compelling proof that Jesus
did indeed rise from the dead. If you rely on this kind
of proof, you must do so consistently. For example,
thousands of people witnessed the miracle of Our Lady
of Fatima in 1917. That is at least as compelling as

1t just makes sense. Perhaps the existence of God seems
obviously true to you — like it’s the default position
for explaining nature. So long as you make sure that
your convictions don’t contradict observed reality, this
isn’t a problem. But because your opinion is based on
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QUESTIONS OF MORAL ATHEISM:
INSTRUCTIONS

We appreciate your interest in helping us spread information about moral atheism! To make
copies of this pamphlet for your own use or to share with friends, follow these simple steps:

1. Print pages one and two of this document, one on each side of the same piece of paper
(if you don’t have access to a duplex printer, print page one, put the page back in the paper
tray upside down, and print page two — depending on the type of printer, you may have to
experiment a bit).

2. Cut the printout in two, using the thin rules across the middle of the page as a guide.
3. Fold the two pieces of paper in half, making a pair of small pamphlets.

4. Keep one of the pamphlets to read, and give the other away to an interested friend or stranger.

That’s it! If you have any questions, suggestions, or comments, we invite you to share them by
leaving a comment on blog.iamanatheist.org. Thanks!



