e Discriminate on religious grounds,

o Frighten the children of atheists with threats of
damnation,

o Attack (or even kill) those who break a religion’s laws,
e Commit acts of terrorism against “unbelievers,” or
o Wage religious wars.

By attacking religion in general, an atheist might hope
to eliminate the flawed thinking that leads to these
threats.

Finally, there are those atheists who like to discuss
religion with theists because they honestly don’t
understand why a theist would believe in a deity. These
atheists are sincerely searching for knowledge about a
way of thinking that is alien to them, and the fact that
they ask questions or have responses to arguments is
not at all an indication that they are trying to dismiss
or put down the theist.

1o download additional tracts or purchase a copy of Ask Yourself to Be
Moral, please visit blogiamanatheist.com

‘saLIeIqI] WOIJ sY00q snowoaydse[q  dA0wYy e
‘s3sToyIe 2sureSe o1nssaid [eros Surrg e

‘SpuUNoI3 SNOIZI[2I WO 2OUIIS 112AqQNS 01 3dwPNY ©
‘B[ UT SJI[q IIDY1 YOUIIIUY o

101 Y295 JBY3 SUOLZI[2I PUIYdq OS[e

st suoI31[a1 snondouur £[219]dwod puryaq Suruosear
93 JO yonw 2sned9q JUTUIEIIYI SE UOTSI[2I 295 SISIOYIE
5oy, "suosea1 onewdeld £[proiq s1ouwr 10§ WSO
asurede ongre sistoyae swos Toyang dois e stya Suryey,

"UOTILSIDAUOD YdnS Jjo urpeay

Jo odoy a1 ur uor3r]a1 o TedntId APanseold swodaq
UDAD IO ‘S9OUBISWNOIID Yons Ul 3peq ysnd ySrur asoyae
ue 1ey as11dIns ou s3] “Tomsue Ue J0J ou Juryel 10u
pue Surznijasoid 10 ‘worda1 jo o[ 1I0Y1 SUTZDNILID
“9onoe1d snordrpar e ur aredonred o1 way Sunmssard
1915 ST 3S1OY & a10ym uontsod e ur Apuanbaig
SOAJOSWAY1 PUT SISIOYIE SWOG "SUOSEIT DAISUIJOP

103 Ajoand uo13rpor 3sureSe onSre ose Lewr sas1OYIY

"(1351d 93 WwoIy uoI3IPI dA0WAT
[ Sumsse £9y3 Yo1ym) 3ySno jo s3iqey poos yoeal

9“’?

WHY DO ATHEISTS
CARE WHAT I BELIEVE?

A Question of Moral Atheism

[from blog.iamanatheist.com

RS

©2009 D. Cancilla. Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-
Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 United States License

01 ST UIUT JDY puUE A[391105 SUTUOSEIT 10U 2TE OYM
10 $J21]2q 9s[eJ Ya1m Sural] a1e oym d[doad se sistoya 09s
sastoyae 9say 7 *odoad djoy 01 3uem Apsauoy s1oy1

"10A®J s uot3a1 ur dn 1y3noiq aq 1ydrw 3ey1 Juowndre
Aue 01 191UNOD S[LIUNOULINSUT IO IIAJ]D B JABY

A9 782 1UDPL U0 99 JO ISIDIOXD [eauawt oY1 £Lo[ud
Aoy, ‘uordror anoqe Junyea o1 asnl sas19yIE dWOG

*0q IYSTW SIY2 SUOSEIT JO IDqUWINU € OTE
IO, "WISIAOYIE 03 SISIOY1 1I9AUO0D 01 SUIL11 10 UOI1[aI
3uISSNISTP UT PIISIIAUT LI0A T SISTIYIE WOS INg

‘19178W Jeuosiad e st a1 3eya [993 asnf

10 ‘Inoqe 3UTy[e1 Y1I0M 10U UOISI[2I IopIsuod 122[qns
o1 Surssnostp £o(us 1 uop ‘UOISI2I pIemol opninie
LUMO STY [ded 01 & 9y AU, "91€D 3 UOP SISTaYIE AUBIA

¢9A91]2q 9[doad 10110 2EYM

a1ed 1sTOYIE Ut pnom Aym 1nq — Juswystund [eurnid

woiy ojdoad aaes 01 3uem Loy — LaruensiyD) 01 sIOYIO

119AU0D 01 £11 P[NOM SUBIISTIYD) 181 d[qepueIsIopuUn

S 2] *SJA1[2q IIY3 10J UOTIEdYNISN[ JUSIIIPNS DALY I UOP
Aoy ey arwpe 03 $3519Y 208 01 U1 J0 UOIST]PI

noqe 3urnSre owmn Jo 10[ ¢ ANAJS SLSITH.LV INO S



S OME ATHEISTS SPEND a lot of time arguing about teach good habits of thought (which, they assume, will
religion or trying to get theists to admit that they remove religion from the picture).

don’t have sufficient justification for their beliefs. It’s . . -
Atheists may also argue against religion purely for

understandable that Christians would try to convert defensive reasons. Some atheists find themselves

others to Christianity — they want to save people from frequently in a position where a theist is cither

eternal punishment — but why would an atheist care . .. ) .. )
pressuring them to participate in a religious practice,

what other people believe? criticizing their lack of religion, or proselytizing and

Many atheists don’t care. They have a “to each his own” not taking no for an answer. It’s no surprise that an
attitude toward religion, don’t enjoy discussing the atheist might push back in such circumstances, or even
subject, consider religion not worth talking about, or become proactively critical of religion in the hope of
just feel that it is a personal matter. heading off such conversation.

But some atheists are very interested in discussing Taking this a step further, some atheists argue against
religion or trying to “convert” theists to atheism. There theism for more broadly pragmatic reasons. These

are a number of reasons this might be. atheists see religion as threatening because much of the

reasoning behind completely innocuous religions is

Some atheists just like talking about religion. They oo behind reliod L L
also behind religions that seck to:

enjoy the mental exercise or feel confident that they
have a clever or insurmountable counter to any e Entrench their beliefs in law,

argument that might be brought up in religion’s favor. ) ..
& g ght up & e Attempt to subvert science on religious grounds,

Others honestly want to help people. These atheists

' £ ' : e Bring social pressure against atheists,
see theists as people who are living with false beliefs or

<« » . .
who are not reasoning correctly, and their intent is to * Remove “blasphemous” books from libraries,
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QUESTIONS OF MORAL ATHEISM:
INSTRUCTIONS

We appreciate your interest in helping us spread information about moral atheism! To make
copies of this pamphlet for your own use or to share with friends, follow these simple steps:

1. Print pages one and two of this document, one on each side of the same piece of paper
(if you don’t have access to a duplex printer, print page one, put the page back in the paper
tray upside down, and print page two — depending on the type of printer, you may have to
experiment a bit).

2. Cut the printout in two, using the thin rules across the middle of the page as a guide.
3. Fold the two pieces of paper in half, making a pair of small pamphlets.

4. Keep one of the pamphlets to read, and give the other away to an interested friend or stranger.

That’s it! If you have any questions, suggestions, or comments, we invite you to share them by
leaving a comment on blog.iamanatheist.org. Thanks!



