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If the Bible isn’t true, why did the apostles die to 
support its lies?
Someone can whole-heartedly believe something even 
if it’s completely false.

Don’t near-death experiences prove that there is an 
afterlife?
No. These experiences are easily explained by science.

Do you celebrate Christmas?
Some atheists celebrate Christmas secularly.

What would you say to a dying child?
I would attempt to comfort a dying child, but I 
wouldn’t offer it false hopes of life after death.

What would convince you that God exists?
An unassailable logical proof of God’s existence, a state 
of affairs for which God is obviously the only possible 
solution, or personal revelation, directly from God.

If you cease to exist when you die, why bother trying 
to accomplish anything?
I only get one life, so I want to make the most of it.

How can there be absolute moral truths without 
God?
Some moral truths are logically required. Many others 
— like murder being immoral — have definitions that 
aren’t universally agreed upon.

Do you disbelieve in God so that you can enjoy a 
sinful life without guilt?
I don’t lead an immoral life.

Do you disbelieve in God because of something bad 
that happened when you were a child?
No. Do you believe in God for that kind of reason?

Why is there something instead of nothing?
Why not?

If every effect has a cause, what caused the universe?
We don’t yet know enough about how the universe 
works to answer that question. There are many 
possibilities, though.

How did life on Earth begin?
We don’t yet know for sure. There are many possibilities 
currently being investigated.

Do you think that science has all the answers?
Science can’t answer questions outside its realm. E.g., 
morality can’t be investigated scientifically.

If God doesn’t exist, how were math and logic 
created?
Math and logic are features of reality that humanity has 
discovered. Any imaginable working universe has them. 
They weren’t created.

How can you say the Bible isn’t true when it is correct 
about so many things?
A historical document may be correct about some 
things and incorrect about others. Many historical 
records have this property, particularly when they 
concern religion or mythology.

How can you not believe the Bible when it is filled 
with prophecies that came true?
Biblical prophecies are generally vague, made after the 
fact, or not even really prophecies.



To download additional tracts or purchase a copy of Ask Yourself to Be 
Moral, please visit blog.iamanatheist.com

©2010 D. Cancilla. Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-
Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 United States License

•
The Atheist FAQ #2 

(with Brief Answers)
A Question of Moral Atheism

from blog.iamanatheist.com
•

If the Bible isn’t true, why did the apostles die to 
support its lies?
Someone can whole-heartedly believe something even 
if it’s completely false.

Don’t near-death experiences prove that there is an 
afterlife?
No. These experiences are easily explained by science.

Do you celebrate Christmas?
Some atheists celebrate Christmas secularly.

What would you say to a dying child?
I would attempt to comfort a dying child, but I 
wouldn’t offer it false hopes of life after death.

What would convince you that God exists?
An unassailable logical proof of God’s existence, a state 
of affairs for which God is obviously the only possible 
solution, or personal revelation, directly from God.

If you cease to exist when you die, why bother trying 
to accomplish anything?
I only get one life, so I want to make the most of it.

How can there be absolute moral truths without 
God?
Some moral truths are logically required. Many others 
— like murder being immoral — have definitions that 
aren’t universally agreed upon.

Do you disbelieve in God so that you can enjoy a 
sinful life without guilt?
I don’t lead an immoral life.

Do you disbelieve in God because of something bad 
that happened when you were a child?
No. Do you believe in God for that kind of reason?

Why is there something instead of nothing?
Why not?

If every effect has a cause, what caused the universe?
We don’t yet know enough about how the universe 
works to answer that question. There are many 
possibilities, though.

How did life on Earth begin?
We don’t yet know for sure. There are many possibilities 
currently being investigated.

Do you think that science has all the answers?
Science can’t answer questions outside its realm. E.g., 
morality can’t be investigated scientifically.

If God doesn’t exist, how were math and logic 
created?
Math and logic are features of reality that humanity has 
discovered. Any imaginable working universe has them. 
They weren’t created.

How can you say the Bible isn’t true when it is correct 
about so many things?
A historical document may be correct about some 
things and incorrect about others. Many historical 
records have this property, particularly when they 
concern religion or mythology.

How can you not believe the Bible when it is filled 
with prophecies that came true?
Biblical prophecies are generally vague, made after the 
fact, or not even really prophecies.



Questions of Moral Atheism: 
Instructions

We appreciate your interest in helping us spread information about moral atheism! To make 
copies of this pamphlet for your own use or to share with friends, follow these simple steps:

1. Print pages one and two of this document, one on each side of the same piece of paper 
(if you don’t have access to a duplex printer, print page one, put the page back in the paper 
tray upside down, and print page two — depending on the type of printer, you may have to 

experiment a bit).

2. Cut the printout in two, using the thin rules across the middle of the page as a guide.

3. Fold the two pieces of paper in half, making a pair of small pamphlets.

4. Keep one of the pamphlets to read, and give the other away to an interested friend or stranger.

That’s it! If you have any questions, suggestions, or comments, we invite you to share them by 
leaving a comment on blog.iamanatheist.org. Thanks!


