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S
ome time ago, Christian minister Ray Comfort 
published a list of “Questions Atheists Can’t 

Answer.” Surprisingly, they’re not all that tough. Here 
are brief responses from a moral atheist perspective.

What was in the beginning?
There probably wasn’t a beginning. The Big Bang likely 
occurred in the context of a space that had no starting 
point in time.

How will life on earth end?
The dying sun will destroy all life (if something else 
hasn’t destroyed it already).

What happens after death?
Physical decay.

What is the purpose of existence?
Life has whatever purpose you bring to it.

Why is there order in all of creation?
So far as there is order, it comes about through natural 
processes. I’d say that there’s far more disorder in the 
universe than order, though.

Why is there morality in every civilization?
Because without morality, there is no civilization. I 
hasten to point out, though, that not every civilization 
has a morality you’d agree with.

Why does every civilization believe in a Creator?
Because until relatively recently humanity didn’t know 
enough to realize that nature doesn’t require a creator.

Why does every sane person have a conscience, even 
when it is not dictated by society?
Because we define people without a conscience 
as insane (with dissocial personality disorder, for 
example). This makes the question meaningless: 
“Why does every person with a conscience have a 
conscience?”

How did nothing create everything?
I doubt that anyone believes that nothing created 
everything.

Which came first — the chicken or the egg?
It depends on how you are defining your terms. I’d say 
the egg.
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Questions of Moral Atheism: 
Instructions

We appreciate your interest in helping us spread information about moral atheism! To make 
copies of this pamphlet for your own use or to share with friends, follow these simple steps:

1. Print pages one and two of this document, one on each side of the same piece of paper 
(if you don’t have access to a duplex printer, print page one, put the page back in the paper 
tray upside down, and print page two — depending on the type of printer, you may have to 

experiment a bit).

2. Cut the printout in two, using the thin rules across the middle of the page as a guide.

3. Fold the two pieces of paper in half, making a pair of small pamphlets.

4. Keep one of the pamphlets to read, and give the other away to an interested friend or stranger.

That’s it! If you have any questions, suggestions, or comments, we invite you to share them by 
leaving a comment on blog.iamanatheist.org. Thanks!


